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more than a fortnight was made to consume six months ; and when the plan of reconstruction was at last submitted, Jan. 22, 1866, it was only for the purpose of f'            quarrelling still further over it.   Meantime the Southern
States were kept out of representation in Congress, although they had loyal men to send there, and one measure of aggravation was passed after another. The Freednien's Bureau had its scope and powers enlarged by Congress, until it became a monstrous political machine ; and then began the long contest between the Executive and Congress which ended in the attempt at impeachment. President Johnson very powerfully pictured the situation in his speech at Washington on the 22cl of February, 1866. "An attempt/' he said, "is being made to concentrate all power in the hands of a few at the Federal head, and thereby bring about a consolidation of the Eepublic, which is equally objectionable with its dissolution. We find a power assumed and attempted to be exercised of a most extraordinary character. We see now that governments can be revolutionized without going into the battle-field, and sometimes the revolutions most distressing to a people are effected without the shedding of blood ; that is, the substance of your government may be taken away, while there is held out to you the form and the shadow. We find that by an irresponsible central directory nearly all the powers of Congress are assumed, without even consulting the legislative and executive departments of the government. "              You have been struggling for four years to
put down a rebellion. You contended at the beginning of that struggle that a State had not a right to go out.             security.    "The people," he  said,   "throughout    the
